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CHAPTER I
THE AREA OF INVESTIGATION AND THE PROBLEM
Orientation to the Problem
This is an exploratory study that examines and analyzes refer¬
ence citations in articles published by three professional social
work journals. As a helping profession, social work subscribes to
the point of view that man is seen as an individual in an environ¬
ment. The nature of these two concerns, the individual and the
environment, are complex and changing, aid consequently the knowledge
base of social work overlaps or is considerably dependent upon those
of bther disciplines.
Changing times and increased scientific specialization have
made more definitive the complexity of the individual and his environ¬
ment. As a result, social work has succeeded, during the course of
its own evolvement, to better focus its professional activities and
to better define the frame of reference within vdiich it works.
Today, social work has a knowledge base, however eclectic, that it
can identify as its own.
Just as medicine, an "applied science," remains dependent on
a host of academic disciplines for so much of the knowledge that it
"applies," so it is with social work. Social work, too, concerned
as it is with enabling and effecting change, might be thought of as
more an "applied" than a "pure" science. It is, then, the continued
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reliance of social work on other academic disciplines for the "stuff
with which it works" that this paper attempts to examine.
Statement of the Problem
Specifically, the particular concern of this study was twofold.
First, it attempted to identify the different academic areas or
disciplines from which social work derived, or, as we sometimes say,
"borrowed" much of its knowledge. A second purpose was to determine,
if only in a general way, the significance of these different areas
or disciplines for social work for 1956«57> 1961-62, and 1966-6?
from three Journals of social work for reference citations of profes¬
sional Journals.
Significance of the Study
Some may question the reason for a study of reference citations
for professional Journals. The answer to this question is that if
a reference citation explicitly identifies the intellectual property
of a discipline by means of the author and title of his work, then
the number of reference citations for a particular professional
Journal would be an indication of the discipline from which knowledge
is derived. doyd and Bates explain:
One cites another author for complex reasons —
to give credit where due, to add meaning, authority
or depth to a statement, sometimes to borrow prestige
for an idea, to show knowledge of related work or to
avoid seeming to plagiaiize even when an idea has
been independently conceived....Thus the citations
may be treated as evidence for a frame of reference.^
^Jerry S. Cloyd and Alan P. Bates, "George Homans in Footnotes:
The Fate of Ideas in Scholarly Communication," Sociological Inquiry. xXtV
(Spring, 1961+), 123.
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Review of the Literatiire
The nature of social work, according to the abundance of
literature on the subject, includes the psychosocial aspects of two
complex entities, the individual and his environment. The aim cf
social work, in addition, is to enhance the individual’s psychosocial
functioning. Implied herein are the element of time and two con¬
cepts, the individual and his environment. These factors suggest
that social work is dependent upon other disciplines to understand
the individual and his environment as well as change its focus of
understanding from time to time. The complexity of the individual
and his environment is not a static element, but an evolving one.
The article, ’’Historical Survey of the Evolution of Casework,”
by Annette Garrett is an excellent summary of the development of the
2
casework method of social work. Perlman’s article on "Freud’s
Contribution to Social Welfare," is a summarized account of the signi-
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finance of psychoanalysis for social work. Edith Bausbaum in the
article, "A Contribution to the Psychoanalytic Knowledge of the
Latency Period," gives an understanding of a period of human behavior
that is significant for understanding child development.^
^Annette Garrett, "Historical Survey of the Evolution of Case¬
work," Social Casework, XXX (June, 19ii9), 219-29.
^Helen Harris Perlman, "Freud’s Contribution to Social Welfare,"
Social Service Review, XXXZC (July, 1957)* 192-202.
^Edith Bausbaum, "A Contribution to the Psychoanalytic Know¬
ledge of the Latency Period," American Journal of Orthopsychiatry,
XXI (March, 1951), 182-98.
h
After the advent and impact of Freudianism, there are evidences
of social work drawing from other disciplines, such as sociology,
anthropology, and political science. Nathan fi. Cohen develops this
point in a section of Social ^ork and Social Problems.-^ ¥arren, in
'•Application of Social Science Knowledge to the Community Organization
Field," suggests vital information for the community organization
method of social work for the solution of social problems.^
Over the last six decades, the emphasis in social work has been
on limiting boundaries in order to define professional development
more clearly. A survey of the literature in social work, journal
articles in particular, indicates that as social work defined its
knowledge boundaries the more it used knowledge from other academic
disciplines. Lutz stated on the responsibility of social work today
that "this is the responsibility to try to achieve the solution of
social problems by removing or altering their causes, whatever their
nature, whether cultural, political, economic, or social values and
7
organization or intrapersonal values, emotions, and ideas."
Evidences of the influence of the social sciences on social
work were cited in the articles:"Social Science and Social Work: A
Theory of Their Relationship,"® "Collaboration Between Social Work
^Nathan E. Cohen, ed.. Social Work and Social Problems (New
York: National Association of Social Workers, 196i4.), pp.362-63.
^Roland Warren,"Application of Social Science Knowledge to the
Community Organization Field," Journal of Education for Social Wcrk,
III (Spring, 1967), 60-72.
"^Cohen, Problems, pp.377-78
O
Ernest Greenwood, "Social Science and Social Work: A Theory of
their Relationship," Social Service Review, XXIX (March, 1955), 20-33*
5
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and the Social Sciences,” "Social Science in Social Work Practice and
10 11
Eddcationj." ^^ttd "Sociocultural Concepts in Casework Practice.”
Another resource on social science and social work was the publica¬
tion of an institute on Social Science Theory and Social Work Re-
1 p
search.
Perhaps the most recent trend in social work literature is
the suggestion made by Nathan E. Cohen in the article, ”A Social
Work Approach.” He suggests that social work may better prepare its
professionals if realignments of its education are arrived at through
meetings with other disciplines. In addition, Cohen suggests that
the greatest contribution in the development of leaders for social
work public policy will be in an educational plan that will integrate
human factors with economic, political, and social factors and will
place a special emphasis on the importance of process in achieving
change.13 Werner W. Boehm found in a recent curriculum study of
social work the significance of the interdependence of knowledge of
the individual, the social institutions through which he functions
%enry S. Maas, "Collaboration Between Social Work and the
Social Sciences,” Social Work Journal, XXXI (July, 1950),10li-09.
^%erman D. Stein, "Social Science in Social Work Practice and
Education," Social Casework. XXXVI (April, 1955), 11+7-5U.
^^erman D. Stein, "Sociocultural Concepts in Casework Practice,”
Smith College Studies in Social Work, XXIX (February, 1959), 63-75.
12Leonard S. Kogan, ed.. Social Science Theory and Social Work




and his values and goals
A suggestion for the future curriculum of social work at the
postgraduate level is made by Charles Frankel. In the article,
••Social Philosophy and the Professional Education of Social Workers,••
he suggests that social philosophy may serve as the core of all social
work knowledge. He advocates the inclusion of social philosophy at
the postgraduate level for leading professional social workers.
An Historical Resume of Social Work
Annette Garrett’s thinking on the development of social work
explains the evolution of social work proper. She states that, ''what
casework is today is determined by three factors: its evolutionary
development, the professional training that contemporary caseworkers
receive and the problems with which they are confronted and whose solu¬
tion is their chief task,'‘^^
The following may seem to be an historical study of social
work but the intent is rather to describe the shift in focus of the
profession at various times. This section of the ;study is concerned
with the focus of activity and shifts in focus of social work. It
^^Wemer W. Boehm, Objectives of the Social Work Curriculum
of the Future, The Social Work Curriculum Study, Vol.I (New York:
Council on Social Work Education, 1959), pp.7U-76.
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-^Charles Frankel, '‘Social Philosophy and the Professional
Education of Social Workers,•• Social Service Review, XXXIII (Dec¬
ember, 1959), 31*5-59.
^^Garrett, ''Evolution of Casework," p.219.
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is included to show how social work shaped its knowledge base from
the theories and findings of other academic disciplines.
From its beginning to the present, social work has shifted its
frame of reference as it shifted its focus. Initially, the focus was
on philanthropy, improved morals of the indigent, and the pressing
economic needs of the underprivileged. The Charity Organization
Societies concentrated their energies in work with the poverty-
stricken of the early centuries. Gradually, emphasis shifted to
treatment of personality problems rather than treatment of external
problems.
The numerous and scholarly writings of Mary Richmond, prior
to the impact of psychoanalytical knowledge, stressed insight and
actions. She recognized in 1922 a shift of focus. She wrbte,
'•casework*s theories, its aims, its best intensive practice all seem
to be converging of late years toward one central ideaj namely the
development of personality.'*^®
Sigmund Freud's knowledge of the "psyche" paved the way for
a more scientific focus for social work. Psychoanalysis provided an
understanding of the before unexplained and irrational behavior of
individuals with the theory of the unconscious mind. Casework, how¬
ever, had recognized the importance of some concepts of psychoanalysis,
prior to Freudianisra. The "relationship," for example, was signifi¬
cant for casework but psychoanalysis provided casework with a clearer
understanding of the elements of the relationship and greater power
17lbid.
l®Mary Richmond, What is Social Casework? (New York: Russell Sage
Foundation, 1922), p.90.
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in the controlled use of it.^^
The contributions that Freud made to social work and perhaps
to humanity in general may be summed up in three ideas. These are:
his discoveries of the powers of the unconscious mind, his discovery
of the importance of childhood experiences, and his discovery of cer¬
tain vital therapeutic means. Neurosis, he said, is the product of
a child's interaction with his environment.^*^
After the advent of psychoanalytical knowledge, social work
focused on the problems of the individual in a clinical manner, in
a more scientific manner. The "assets” and "liabilities" of the
individual were conceptualized in a new way for diagnosing and treat¬
ment of ego fiinctioning.
Considerable knowledge was derived from the area of interper¬
sonal relationships from the psychology discipline. Social work,
in dealing with the problems of the individual, attempted to under¬
stand the impact of the social institutions through which the indivi-
diial functions on an individual basis. These institutions include:
family, peer groups, school, church, etc. In essence, social work
attempted to understand the intrapsychic mechanisms of the individual
and his relationship with his environment.
An interest in the environment of the individual indicates an
added dimension for social work. In other words, the focus is changed
to include the individual and his environment. Nathan E. Cohen, in
^^Garrett, "Evolution of Casework,” p.222.
2QPerlman, "Social Welfare," p.l97.
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one of his writings on the importance of the environment, stated
that from Marxism and other sociological and anthropolgical sources
we have learned that "economic forces exert a profound influence on
all aspects of human behavior and social organization, that the course
of history is shaped powerfully by the way men organize themselves for
production, that neither men nor ideas can be studied as abstractions
apart from the social environment, and that classes constitute one of
21
the most persistent and influential phenomena of society."
The emphasis on the environment led to a study of social con¬
ditions as determinants of behavior, according to Northwood, who
states that:
Socicil conditions usually refer to a steady .
state or organization of persons, things, events, and
relationships existing in reality. Since these con¬
ditions are produced and modified by mankind, they are
called social conditions. However, in large part,
social conditions are independent of any single indi¬
vidual and his perceptions. They are the "given" in
which life occurs. This concept of social conditions
is akin to Dirkheim's "social facts" and Ruth Benedict’s
"patterns of culture."^2
When the gap between the study of man's environment and the
study of man's behavior was diminished, two interrelated dimensions
were made by the conceptual structure in sociology and anthropology.
Gordon Allport states that:
The individualistic era was principally a time when
the methods and concepts of experimental psychology were
in the ascendancy and when individual mental operations.
"Why Marx Failed Here," Saturday Evening Post, August, I960,
cited by Nathan E. Cohen, Social iiWk and Social Problems (New Ycrk




interpreted with the aid of statistical methods, were held
to explain adequately all social behavior. Freudianism
with its highly individualistic emphasis was easily assimilated
into this line of thought. Two decades a reaction set in
when both sociologists and anthropologists spoke up vigorously
concerning the iit5)oi*tance of status, role, caste, and pattern
and of the significance of the situation, both immediate
and remote, in determining present conduct.23
Not all of the methods of social work, however, have utilized
other disciplines to shape their frame of reference. Looking at the
literature on group work, Robert D. Vinter states that it has "fallen
disproportionately behind in its utilization of the social sciences."
The present group work practice theory, Vinter said, "is largely
based on practice wisdom and it offers a series of generalized
directives or rules-of-thumb (e.g., 'start where the group is')."
The theoiy is permeated with organizational perspectives, probably
because of the highly ideological and sacred nature of the contexts
out cf which group work developed, and the functions to which it has
been directed. Group work does not acknowledge the potential value
of the behavioral sciences, in shaping its theory. Vinter's conclu¬
sion is . that his focus is not on theory buildipg per se, but on the
■feraysiin which practice theory may enhance applications from the
social sciences and may set directions |'or group work research that
is maximally related to social science.
23Gordon W. Allport, "The Genius of Kurt Lewin," Journal of
Social Issues, IV (December, I9I4.8), 16-17.
^^Robert D. Vinter, "Small-Group Theory and Research; Impli¬
cations for Group Work Practice Theory and Research," in Social
Science Theory and Social Work Research, edited by Leonard S. Kogan
(New York; National Association of Social Workers, i960), pp.
123-31.
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Implied in the group work method are some elements that con¬
ceptualized it as an eclectic discipline. For example, the group
work method concept of change is described by Henry Maas as coming
out of the interactional process between client and worker. In
this reciprocal process, client and worker^ve each other clues ac¬
cording to reference groups, psychic and somatic equipment and
primary groups. The worker's response, however, varies according
to the client's behavior, the definition of the problem, and the
agency's service program. Implied in this process are behavioral,
social, and medical variables that must be considered in determining
which cues are relev^t for a plan of action in a particular situation
25
that involves worker and client.
Vinter's thinking has many implications for future research
for social work. Hurwitz anticipates that strengthened practice
theory would result in "greater drawing from the behavioral sciences
and a mutually enriching two-way channel of communication between
group work and these sciences.Ernest Greenwood suggests that;
...a pre-eminent task is the construction of diag¬
nostic and treatment typologies for social work.
These must be logically consistent with each other,
commensurate with the distinctive tasks and skills
of social work, and congruent with the broad body
of the behavioral sciences.27
^%ogan. Research, pp.l33-3U.
26Jacob I. Hurwitz, "Systematizing Social Group Work Practice,"
Social Work. I (July, 1956), 63-69.
27Greenwood, "Relationship," pp.20-33.
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A brief historical summary of community organization explains
how the social sciences have provided a frame of reference for it as
psychoanalysis did for casework. Initially, after World War I, com¬
munity organization was concerned with the coordination of fund-raising
and with the coordination of services. Emphasis, with a few excep¬
tions, was put on the objectives and structures of coordination of
agencies, and not on the processes involved in coordination.
The Lane Report of 1939 that was completed under the auspices
of the National Conference of Social Work defined the general aim
of community organization as caae of bringing about and maintaining
»*a progressively more effective adjustment between social welfare
resources and social welfare needs." Community organization is direct¬
ed to social welfare services rather than to the community at large,
the report stated. Sociology was considered as a frame of reference
for the diagnostic understanding of the community. For example:
...the community organization worker draws heavily
upon sociology for an understanding of forms of human
association in groups. He finds illuminating the
theories relating to culture, social change, and
cultural lagi. Social interaction in its various forms,
both associative and dissociative, must be understood.
A knowledge of forms and means of social control is
pertinent.
Wayne Miller, in 19li5, said that community organization was
concerned with social policy issues, administfative methods, fact
finding, financing, and various secondary activities (research.
28^ Arlien Johnson, "Community Organization in Social Work,"




planning, and interpretation). ^
Alfred Kahn suggests that:
...a direct service worker in community organization,
according to Sieder, should know a good deal about
the social environment, from the perspectives of
sociology and economics, and should also have know¬
ledge relative to understanding and acting in his
role, derived'from the fields of intergroup relations,
small group research, dynamic psychiatry, and some
aspects of organizational analysis.30
During the 1959 National Association of Social Workers Insti¬
tute on Social Science Theory and Social Work Research, some suggestions
were made on the process, function, and philosophy of community organi¬
zation. It was suggested that community organization research may
draw on a variety of fields for relevant theory. Political science
was suggested as possibly being productive of clues for an examina¬
tion of interagency relations. The sociologist's concept of inte¬
gration was accepted as a significant contribution from sociology.
Individual psychological theory was cited by the institute as being
applicable for community organization problems.
Definition of Terms and Concepts
Social Work
What is the nature of social work as a helping profession
today? It is defined as:
^^Wayne McMillen, Community Organization for Social Welfare
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 19l;5)> pp.21-27.
30Alfred J. Kahn, "Social Science and the Conceptual Framework
for Community Organization Research," in Social Science Theory and
Social Work Research, edited by Leonard S. Kogan (New York: National
Association of Social Workers, I960), pp.69-70.
3lKogan, Research, p.79.
.«»the enhancement of social functioning wherever
the need for such enhancement is either socially or
individually perceived. Social functioning encompasses
those activities considered essential for performance of
the several roles which each individual, by virtue of his
membership in social groups, is called upon to carry.
All role performance requires reciprocal activity or
social interaction between individual and individual,
individual and group, and individual and community.
The functions of social work fall into three cate¬
gories: restoration of impaired capacity; provision of
individual and social resources; and prevention of
social dysfunctioning. Individuals, singly and in
groups, on the one hand, and social environment on the
other, are seen as components of an interactional
field. Social work as a profession is viewed as having
an obligation to intervene at any point in this inter¬
actional field or in any respect of the relationship be¬
tween individuals and their social environment where, in
the light of an assessment of the individual and social
factors involved, professional activity will result in
improved social functioning.
This professional obligation is discharged through
the use of one or moi^ of the professional methods of
social work — casework, group work, community organi¬
zation, administration, and research. Each method con¬
sists of a variety of interrelated professional activities
which can be grouped into four categories; assessment of
the problem, planning for the solution of the problem,
in^jlementing the plan, and evaluating the outcome.
Two additional significant factors about social work as a
helping profession are its focus of activity and its perspective.
Its focus of activity is professional intervention only in that aspect
of the individual's functioning which lies in the realm of social
relationships or of social role performances. The perspective of
social work is a view of the individual and his environment as a field
of interacting forces. By means of various treatment methods, social
work helps the individual client, a family group, or a community to
^^Werner W. Boehm, "The Social Wbrk Curriculum Study and Its
Implication for Family Casework," Social Casework, XL (October, 1959)^
li31-32.
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utilize somatic, psychic, ..social and cultural resources at their
disposal to eliminate or reduce social dysfunction or to enhance
social roles. The resources consist of service programs of social
agencies, the professional relationship between client and worker,
other professional personnel, latent or unused capacities of the
33
client and members of his family, or a combination of these factors.
Reference Citation
This concept signifies the means by which the author of an
article identifies the intellectual property of another author.
It may be in a footnote, a list of references, an appendix or in a
bibliography following the article. It is the source of the author's
knowledge.
Professional Journals
This concept refers to any publication that includes the word
"journal" in its title and in which volume and number are included
in the citation. For example, American Journal of Orthopsychiatry
of Acta Psycholi, Vol.16, No.2 (1959).
Academic Disciplines
This concept refers to the scientific areas of concentration
of a particular field as identified in The Standard Periodical Direc¬


























This study is an analysis of 2,218 reference citations of pro¬
fessional journals in 66U articles of three social work journals.
The journals are Social Work, Social Service Review and Social dase-
work. Each journal was studied for 1956, 1957» 1961, 1962, 1966
and 1967. The study was limited to the writer's investigation of
the problem and to the information contained above.
CHAPTER II
METHODS OF PROCEDURES OF COLLECTLNG AND
ANALYZING DATA
This exploratory study was designed to provide an analysis
of reference citations from three Journals of social work. The
reference citations include footnotes, references, appendices, and
bibliographies of articles in the Journals. The three social work
Journals used for the study were Social Casework, Social Service
Review, and Social Work.
The time periods decided for the study were 1956-57, 19bl-62,
and 1966-67. S-ach of the three social work Journals, therefore, was
studied for 1956, 1957, 1961, 1962, 19b6, and I967.
The purpose of the study was twofold. First, it attempted
to identify the different academic areas or disciplines from which
social work '‘borrows" much of its knowledge. A second purpose was
to determine, in a general way, the comparative significance of these
different areas or disciplines for social work for 1956-57, 1961-62,
and 1966-67 from three Journals of social work for reference citations
of professional Journals.
Social Service Review and Social Work were selected for the
study because their subject matter coverage encompasses all methods
of social work. It was assumed that there would be less chance
for bias when this variable was controlled. Because casework tends
to use the psychiatric discipline more than any other discipline, it
17
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was assumed that the percentage for the psychiatric discipline would
be hi^er if casework were included with the other two journals.
A third journal, therefore, Social Casework, was included to test
this assumption.
A survey of articles in the three journals was made before
deciding the total number of articles to be included in the study.
In addition, the research instrument constructed for the collection
of data was pre-tested. This initial survey suggested the follow¬
ing to be significant characteristics of the three journals.
Social Service Review, a quarterly journal, is published in
March, June, September, and December of each year. There is an
average of six articles for each quarter, except for the last, in
which there tend to be fewer. The average number of pages for
each article is ten. Journal content excludes from this study
included notes and comments, correspondence, book reviews, and re¬
views of government reports and public documents. All articles for
the years studied were included in the analysis of reference cita¬
tions .
Social Work, also, a quarterly, is published each year during
January, April, Jtily, and October. There is an average of twelve
articles per issue, with fourteen average number of pages per article.
Additional content features of this journal, excluded from this
study, include '‘comments on currents," book reviews, and the editor¬
ial page. All articles for each quarter of the years considered
for this study were included in the analysis of reference citations.
Social Casework, except during August and September, is published
19
monthly. There is an average of five articles each monthj the aver¬
age number of pages for each article is six. Additional content
features include “a position statement," book reviews, and a list of
personnel vacancies. These were omitted from the study. The
first monthly issue, January, and every other month, March, May, etc.,
were included for the purpose of analysis in this study. In all, six
issues were examined for each of the years studied.
The study design was initially tested by using the article,
"Reversibility of Trauma: A Follow-Up Study of Children Adopted When
Older," which appeared in Social Work. It included a total of
thirty-two reference citations; more than the usual number that ap¬
peared in articles
Reference citations were analyzed for titles of professional
journals. The names of all journals cited were recorded under the
name of the journal (Social Work. Social Service Review, or Social
Casework), the month and year of publication, and the article number.
The journal in a citation was identified by the word "journal" in
the title and by volume aid number that appeared with the title.
For example, American Journal of Orthopsychiatry or Acta Psycholi,
Vol.16, No.2 (1959). Journal titles that appeared in a foreign
language were classified as "other disciplines." The Standard
Periodical Directory 196? and the Ulrich's International Periodicals
Directory were used for identification and classification of journal
and academic disciplines.
^ )
^Alfred Kadushin, "Reversibility of Trauma: A Follow-Up Study




The data for this study were collected from all reference
citations to professional journals in Social Work and Social Service
Review for 1956, 1957, 1961, 1962, 1966, and 196?. In addition,
data were collected frcan six issues per year of Social Casework
for 1956, 1957, 1961, 1962, 1966 and 1967. In summary, the research
design, as illustrated in Tables 1, 2 and 3, included the following
number of articles for analysis.
TABLE 1
NUMBER OF ARTICLES ANALYZED FROM SOCIAL WORK
Months
Years January April July October Total
1956 12 13 12 13 50
1957 III 10 12 11 li7
1961 13 15 15 111 57
1962 111 15 111 111 57
1966 13 13 12 12 50
1967 10 15 13 12 50
Total 76 81 78 76 311
TABLE 2





June September December Total
1956 7 7 12 6 32
1957 7 7 6 6 26
1961 7 8 7 5 27
1962 7 11 7 7 32
1966 8 6 7 6 27
1967 7 7 6 7 27
Total U3 1^6 U5 37 171
NUMBER
TABLE 3










1956 2 5 5 h 5 h 25
1956 5 5 5 5 5 5 30
1961 5 6 8 5 5 5 3U
1962 h 6 5 5 6 5 31
1966 5 5 5 5 5 5 30
1967 6 5 5 6 5 5 32
Total 27 32 33 30 31 29 182
21
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A review of Tables 1, 2 and 3 shows the following
Journals Total Number of Articles
Social Work 311




The reference citations for journals from 66ii articles in
three social work journals were categorized in the following way:
1. Social Work














Industrial and Labor Relations
Dentistry
Miscellaneous (home economics, veterinary medicine, etc.)
5. Law
6. The Administrative Sciences
7. The Natural Sciences
The data for this study were compiled for two-year periods.
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The reference citations for the professional journals were categorized
according to the respective disciplines for 1956-57* 1961-62, and
1966-67.
Percentages were determined for each academic discipline for
two-year periods. The three periods, 1956-57, 1961-62, and 1966-67
were combined for a total of the three periods. A percentage was
determined for each discipline in the combined period. The academic
disciplines were ranked according to percerttages and tables were made
to illustrate the findings.
The Test of the Study Design
The study design was tested by using an article from Social
Work (October, 1967). It was carried through the following fovir
processes.
Process I
The source of the data collected was identified by the title
of the journal along with date of publication on a sheet of paper.
The article number was recorded below "identification.'* Journals
were listed as they appeared in the reference citation. For purposes
of brevity, and to save time, journals were abbreviated. The key








CW. for Child Welfare
An illiistration of this process is given in Table i:.
TABLE h
FIRST PROCESS OF DATA ILLUSTRATED
Social Woric, October, 196?
Article 3
British J. of Med. Psy.




British J. of Preventive and Soc. Med.
Am. J. of Orthopsychiatry
Q. J. of Studies on Alcohol
J. of Ab. and Soc. Psy.
Psychological Bulletin
Process I
The list of journals compiled with Process I was shortened during
this process. The journal appeared only once in this step because
each journal was tabulated. For example, each journal was given a
mark of one. If that journal appeared again, then a second mark was
placed by it, eind so forth. In this process the month of the journal‘s
publication and the article number were eliminated because data were
categorized for time periods of one year. An illustration for this
process is given in Table 5.
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TABLE 5
SECOND PROCESS OF DATA ILLUSTRATED
Journals in
Reference







Briid-sh J. of Med, Psy, 1 1
Archives of General Psychiatry 1 1
Acta Psycholi 1 1
CW 11 2
British J, of Preventive and
Soc.Med. 1 1
Am. J. of Orthopsychiatry 1 1
Q. J. of Studies on Alcohol 1 1
J. of Ab. and Soc. Psy. 1 1
Psychological Bulletin 1 1
Prcxjess III
In this step the journals were classified according to
disciplines. The discipline to which the journal citation referred
was determined by the investigator on the basis of: (1) the discip¬
line reported, when applicable, in the title of the journal; (2)
the investigator’s knowledge of the discipline; and (3) a periodical
directory. The titles that appeared in a foreign language were




THIRD PROCESS OF DATA ILLUSTRATED
Citations Listed
by Academic












Archives of General Psychiatry 1
British J, of Preventive and
Soc. Med. 1
Am. J. of ©rthopsychiatry 1
Q. J. of Studies on Alcohol 1
British J. of Med. Psy. 1
Social Sciences 2





In this process the disciplines were totaled by years. The
purpose was to combine two years, for example, 1956 and 1957j to
represent one time period, 1956-57. An illustration of this process
follows in Table 7.
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TABLE 7






Disciplines 1966 1967 Total
Social Work Journal
Social Work 2 2
Medical Sciences 5 5
Social Sciences 2 2




PRESENTATION AND INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS
The particular concern of this study was twofold. First,
it attetr5)ted to identify the different academic areas of disciplines
from which social work, an eclectic discipline, derives its knowledge.
A second purpose was to determine, in a general way, the significance
of the different disciplines for three periods of social work journal
writing for 1956-57, 1961-62, and 1966-67.
An examination of 2,218 reference citations to academic and
professional journals in 66U articles in three-social work journals.
Social Work. Social Service Review, and Social Casework, shows that
social work cites professional journals of several academic disciplines.
The findings of this study show that social work, during 1956-57>
1961-62, and 1966-67, utilized more reference citations to its own
field than it:did from various other academic disciplines. The
discipline of social work, as determined by reference citations to
social work journals, accounted for 1,168, or 52.7 percent, of the
total number of reference to all other academic disciplines as deter¬
mined by references to professional and academic journals. The
reader is referred to Table 8 for this finding.
One reason for the high percentage of citation references
to journals of social work is because authors of the many articles
in the journals. Social Work, Social Service Review, and Social Casework,
28
TABLE 8
ACADEMIC DISCIPLINES AS IDENTIFIED IN REFERENCE
CITATIONS TO JOURNALS FOR THE COMBINED
YEARS 1956-57, 1961-62, AND 1966-67,
IN SOCIAL WORK, SOCIAL SERVICE
REVIEW AND SOCIAL CASEWORK
Disciplines Number Percentage
Social Work 1,168 52.7
The Medical Sciences 372 16.8
The Social Sciences 290 13.1
Other Disciplines 215 9.7
Law 112 5.0
The Administrative Sciences 33
The Natural Sciences 18 .8
Total 2,218
tended to use these journals more than any of the other journals
of social work. Out of all the citations made to social work
journals. Social Work, Social Service Review and Social Casework,
together accounted for 821 citations. Findings for these
journals are presented in Tables 9 and 10. This figure may
have been influenced, however, by the large number of articles that
were included in the study from Social ^ork, which accounted for as
many articles as the two journals. Social Service Review and Social
Casework, combined. The reader is referred to Tables 1, 2 and 3
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TABLE 9
REFERENCES TO FOUR 'JOURNALS OF SOCIAL WORK AS CITED IN
SOCIAL WORK. SOCIAL CASEWORK AND SOCIAL SERVICE RE-











Social Work 18 25.7 95 56.5 112 61.5
Social Casework 31 hh.2 U8 28.5 33 18.1
Social Service
Review 15 21,2 18 10.7 31 17.0
Smith College Studies
in Social Work 6 8.b 7 . li.l 6 1.2
Total 70 100.0 168 100.0 182 100.0
Social Casework
Social Casework h3 69,6 66 66.6 hS 57.5
Social Work 10 16.1 22 22.2 20 25.0
Social Service Review 7 11.3 9 9.1 8 10.0
Smith College Studies
in Social Work 2 3.2 2 2.2 6 7.5













Social Service Review 16 29.5 21 38.8 17 32.5
Social Work 6 11.1 19 35.1 28 5U.2
Social Casework 26 ii8.1 13 2U.0 7 13.U
Smith College Studies
in Social Work 6 11.1 1 1.8
Total 100.0 5U 100.0 52 100.0
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TABLE 10
THE TOTAL NUMBER OF REFERENCES TO FOUR J0URNAI3 OF
SOCIAL WORK AS CITED IN SOCIAL WORK. SOCIAL
CASEWORK AND SOCIAL SERVICE REVIEW
FOR THE COMBINED PERIODS
1956-57, 1961-62, 1966-6?
Number Percentage
Social Work 1^20 51.2
Social Work 225 27.2
Social Casework 112 13.6
Social Service Review 6ii 7.6
Smith College Studies
in Social Work 19 2.3
Social Casework 2Ul 29.3
Social Casework 155 18.8
Social Work 52 6.3
Social Service Review 2h 2.9
Smith College Studies
in Social Work 10 1.2
Social Service Review 160 19.U
Social Service Review 5U 6.5
Social Work 53 6.U
Social Casework ii6 5.6
Smith College Studies




in Chapter II for a comparison of the number of articles utilized
in the study from the three journals.
Another reason for the high percentage of reference citations
to social work journals may have been due to the tendency of each
journal to cite its own journal more than another journal. Each of
the three journals had higher percentages for its own journal when
compared with the two other journals for 1956-57» 1961-62 and 1966-67.
The journal. Social Service Review, for example, when cited in Social
Service Review received the largest number of citations, out of a
total of 160. Social Work and Social Casework received 53 and
citations, respectively, in Social Service Review. The reader is
referred to Table 10.
Social Work ranked second to Social Casework and to Social
Service Review when the citations compared were from these journals.
Illustrative of the frequent use of Social Work are the ten citations
for this journal in the article, “Alternative Career Opportunities for
the Neighborhood Worker.Smith College Studies in Social Work,
a journal of research papers in social work, is infrequently cited
as a reference for 1956-57, 1961-62, and 1966-67, especially when
compared to Social Work. These findings are presented in Tables
9 and 10.
When a comparison of the three periods, 1956-57? 1961-62, and
1966-67 is made for citation references for journals of social work,
two trends are visible in the four-year span of time between each
^^Paula Atkeson, "Alternative Career Opportunities for the
Neighborhood Worker," Social Work, XII (October, 1967), 8l-»88.
period. The number of citation references for journals of social
work increased 11.0 percent from 1956-57 to 1961-62 and decreased
111.5 percent from 19bl-62 to 1966-6?• In addition, the number of
citation references to journals of social work decreased 3*5 per¬
cent from 1956-57 to 1966-67* The reader is referred to Table 11.
This finding validates the assumption that "in the last
several decades social work has begun to feel the impact of the ef¬
forts to look at the individual through the telescopic lens of the
environment rather than merely to look at the environment through
the telescopic lens of the individual.The discipline social
work during 1966-6?, according to the number of citation references
for social work, represented 1|7«1| percent of the total number of
citation references to all journals of the various academic disciplines.
The reader is referred to Table li. Social work during 1966-67 cited
more journals of other disciplines than it cited for 1961-62 when the
percentage for that time was 61.9 percent of the total number of
reference citations to all joiirnals of academic disciplines. These
findings are presented in Table 11. The conclusion, therefore, is
that in order for social work to understand the environment it was
necessary to utilize knowledge from the social sciences and the
medical sciences. Subsequently, the emphasis shifts from the social
to the psychosocial. There was, however, no significant increase in
the percentage of reference citations to other academic journals to
reduce social work to another rank in the list of disciplines for any
^^Gohen, Problems, p.362.
TABLE 11
REFERENCE CITATIONS TO JOURNALS OF VAREOUS ACADEMIC DISCIPLINES
FOR 1956-57, 1961-62, 1966-67, AND FOR THE COMBINED PERIOD











Social Work 297 50.9 U07 61.9 h6h U7.U 1,168 52.7
The’ MedidalaSciehces . 118 20.2 82 12.5 172 17.6 372 16.8
Psychiatry 9U 16.1 50 7.6 89 9.1 233 10.5
Physical Medical Sciences 15 2.6 20 3.0 58 5.9 93 ii.2
Psychoanalysis ii .7 8 1.2 18 1.8 30 l.U
Psychotherapy 5 .9 h .6 7 .7 16 .7
The Social Sciences 81 13.9 66 10.0 lli3 lli.6 290 13.1
Psychology 50 8.6 38 5.8 73 7.5 161 7.3
Sociology 28 ii.8 31 ii.7 hi ii.8 106 h.Q
Political Science 3 .5 5 .8 12 1.2 20 .9
Social Science - - 1 .2 9 .9 10 .5
Anthropology — 1 .2 2 .2 3 .1
TABLE 11 (continued)
Disciplines
195^^7 1961-62 1966-67 Totsil
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Other Disciplines U6 7.9 55 8.i| uu li|.7 215 9.7
Miscellaneous 39 6.7 k2 6.h 82 8.U 163 7.3
Health 5 .9 7 1.0 27 2.8 39 1.8
Religion 1 .2 1 .2 U ,1| 6 .3
Industrial and Labor Relations - - k .6 1 .1 5 .2
Dentistry 1 .2 1 .2 - - 2 .1
Law 2k h.l 6.7 liU ii.5 112 5.0
The Administrative Sciences 2 .3 2 .3 29 3.0 33 1.5
The Natural Sciences 5 .9 1 .2 12 1.2 18 .8
Total 563 100.0 657 100.0 978 100.0 2,218 100.0
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of the three periods, 1956-57, 1961-62, and 1966-67. Reference
citations to social work journals for the combined periods accounted
for 52.7 percent of the total.
The medical science journals, accoixiing to the findings of
this study, accounted for I6.8. percent of the total number of refer¬
ence citations that social work made during 1956-57, 1961-62, and
1966-67. Journals of psychiatry that were included in the medical
science journals accounted for a large number of the reference cita¬
tions for the medical sciences. Reference citations to journals
of the physical medical sciences accounted for a small part of the
citations to the medical sciences.
In comparing the reference citations for the journals of
social work and psychiatry for 1956-57, 1961-62 and I966-67, the
number of references for social work journals almost doubled between
1956-57 and 1961-62j the increase from 1961-62 to 1966-67, however,
was slight. The reference citations for journals of psychiatry,
on the other hand, decreased from 1956-57 to 1961-62 and increased
from 1961-62 to 1966-67. The reader is referred to Table 11.
A significant finding was observed in the comparison of the
number of reference citations for the journals of psychiatry in the
three social work joiirnals. Social Casework, when compared with
Social Service Review and Social »^^ork, cited journals of psychiatry
only a little more than one percent. This refutes the assumption
that Social Casework, a journal of casework primarily, would have a
noticeably higher percentage of reference citations for journals of
psychiatry as compared to the journals. Social Work and Social Service
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Review, journals of all methods of social work. This finding is
presented in Tables 12, 13 and lij..
The social sciences, the third ranking disciplines, represent
13.1 percent of social woric's reference citations. The disciplines
included in the social sciences category were; psychology, sociology,
political science and others such as history and economics.
Journals of psychology and sociology ranked one and two regarding
reference citations to the social sciences. Psychology journals ac¬
counted for 7*3 percent of the total number of reference citations to
all joirnals and sociology journals accounted for U*8 percent.
The reader is referred to Table 11.
In another category are a group of reference citations to
several academic and professional journals that could not be adequate¬
ly labeled in terms of disciplines} therefore, a title of "other
disciplines" was used to classify references from various other jour¬
nals. An eMunple of these kinds of journals is the Journal of Home
Economics.
The category "other disciplines" included citation references
of academic and professional journals from health, religion, indus¬
trial relations, dentistry and various other disciplines that were
labeled "miscellaneous." The findings are presented in Table 11.
For a comparison of reference citations of journals from other
disciplines for the three journals. Social Work, Social Service Re¬
view. and Social Casework, the reader is referred to Tables 12, 13
and lli.
The three additional journals that social work cited in
TABLE 12
REFERENCE CITATIONS TO JOURNALS OF VARIOUS ACADEMIC DISCIPLINES
FOR 1956-57, 1961-62, 1966-67, AND FOR THE COMBINED








Social Work 98 l43.t> 80 ii3.5 8U 37.2 262 ia.3
The Social Sciences 38 16.9 21 11.5 31 13.7 90 IU.2
Psychology 25 11.1 6 3.3 12 5.3 ii3 6.8
Sociology 12 5.3 12 6.5 Ik 6.2 38 6.0
Social Science - - - - k 1.8 h .6
Political Science 1 .ii 3 1.6 - - h .6
Anthropology - - - 1 .ii 1 .2
The Medical Sciences hS 20.1| 19 10.3 23 10.2 88 13.9
Psychiatry 38 16.9 15 8.2 15 6.6 68 10.7
fhysidal' Medical Sciences 7 3.1 - - h 1.8 11 1.7
Psychoanalysis 1 .U 3 1.6 3 1.3 7 1.1










Other Disciplines 16 7.1 2k 13.0 51 22.6 91 14.3
Miscellaneous 16 7.1 20 10.9 36 15.9 72 11.3
Health - - 1 .5 11 U.9 12 1.9
Industrial and Labor Relations - - 3 1.6 1 .u h .6
Religion - - - - 3 1.3 3 .5
Dentistry - - - - - - - -
Law 2h 10.7 37 20.1 16 7.1 77 12.1
The Administrative Sciences 1 .li 2 1.1 12 5.3 15 2.4
The Natural Sciences 2 .9 1 .5 9 U.o 12 1.9
Total 225 18U 100.0 226 100.0 635 100.0
TABLE 13
REFERENCE CITATIONS TO JOURNALS DF VARIOUS ACADEMIC DISCIPLINES FOR
1956-57, 1961-62, 1966-67, AND FOR THE COMBINED PERIODS AS










Social Work 83 58.9 118 69.0 113 66.1 31ii 65.0
The Medical Sciences 3h 2li.l 22 12.9 36 30.8 92 19.0
Psychiatry 23 16.3 9 5.3 25 21.U 57 11.8
Physical Medical Sciences 8 5.7 10 5.8 7 U.l 25 5.2
Psychoanalysis 2 l.U 2 1.2 2 1.2 6 1.2
Psychotherapy 1 .7 1 .6 2 1.2 h .8
The Social Sciences 12 8.5 12 7.0 9 5.2 33 6.9
Psychology 10 7.1 7 U.l 5 2.9 22 li.6
Sociology 2 l.h h 2.3 h 2.3 10 2.1
Political Science - - 1 .b - - 1 .2










Other Disciplines 12 8.5 16 9.U 10 5.8 38 7.9
Health 3 2.1 3 1.8 2 1.2 8 1.7
Miscellaneous 8 5.7 12 7.0 8 U.7 28 5.8
Religion 1 .7 - - - - 1 .2
Industrial and Labor Relations - - 1 .6 - - 1 .2
Dentistry -
'
- - - - - - -
Law - - 3 1.8 1 . .6 h .8
The Administrative Sciences - - - - 2 1.2 2 •k
The Natural Sciences mm
Total II4I 100 .Q 171 IDO.Q 171 lOP.O L83 100.0
TABLE lii
REFERENCE CITATIONS TO JOURNALS OF VARIOUS ACADEMIC DISCIPLINES FOR
1956-57, 1961-62, 1966-67, AND FOR THE COMBINED PERIODS
AS FOUND IN SOCIAL OIOBK .
7 ; ; ^ 19^6-67 1961-52 1966-67 Totil
Disciplines Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Social Work 116 56.0 209 67.0 267 U6.0 592 53.8
The Medical Sciences 38 18.li la 13.1 113 19.I1 192 17.5
Psychiatry 33 15.9 26 8.3 U9 8.U 108 9.8
Physical Medical Sciences - - 10 3.2 kl 8.1 57 5.2
Psychoanalysis 1 .5 3 1.0 13 2.2 17 1.5
Psychotherapy k 1.9 2 .6 h .7 10 .9
The Social Sciences 31 lli.9 ii3 13.8 103 17.7 177 16.1
Psychology 15 7.2 25 8.0 56 9.6 96 8.7
Sociology lU 6.8 15 U.8 29 5.0 58 5.3
Political Science 2 1.0 1 .3 12 2.1 15 i.U
Social Science - - 1 .3 5 .9 6 .5











Other Disciplines 18 8.7 15 I4..8 53 9.1 86 7.8
Miscellaneous 15 7.2 10 3.2 38 6.5 63 5.7
Health 2 1.0 3 1.0 14 2.4 19 1.7
Religion - - 1 .3 1 .2 2 .2
Industrial and Labor Relations - - - - - - -
Dentistry 1 .5 1 .3 - - 2 .2
Law - - h 1.3 27 4.6 31 2.8
The Administrative Sciences 1 .5 - 15 2.6 16 1.5
The Natural Sciences 3 i.U .. 3 .5 6 .5
Total 207 100,D 312 loo^p 581 100*D 1,100 100.0
in reference citations during 1956-57» 1961-62, and 1966-67, were
law, the administrative sciences, and the natural sciences. Refer¬
ence citations to joiornals of law accounted for 5*0 percent of the
total number of all reference citations. Reference citations to
journals of administrative science accounted for 1.5 percent, and
the percentage of reference citations for the natural sciences was
.8 percent for the combined periods. The reader is referred to
Table 11.
In the journal. Social Service Review, reference citations for
journals of law represented a higher percentage for this journal than
for the two journals, Social Work and Social Casework. The reader
is referred to Tables 12, 13 and lU. In the journal,, Social Casework,
reference citations for journals of law are almost insignificant, ac¬
counting for less than one percent of the total list of reference
citations to all other professional journals for 1956-57, 1961-62,
and 1966-67. A conclusion is that the Social Service Review con¬
centrates on law and social work.
The number of reference citations to academic and professional
journals for the three periods combined reflects the relative signi¬
ficance of each discipline for social work. In summary, the disciplines,
as ranked in Table 8, are shown as; (1) social work; (2) the medical
sciences; (3) the social sciences; (1;) other disciplines; (5) law;
(6) the administrative sciences; and (7) the natural sciences.
CHAPTER IV
SUMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
Review of the Study
This study identified the different academic disciplines from
which social work ••borrows” knowledge. Specifically, it was an ana¬
lysis of reference citations to professional journals as they were
cited in articles during the years 1956, 1957> 1961, 1962, 1966, and
1967. Another purpose was to determine, in a general way, the signi¬
ficance of the different academic disciplines for social work.
Included in the ch^ter on the area of investigation and the
problem is a discussion of the oidentation to the problem, including
a review of the literature, and an historical resume of social wcrk.
The resume provides a summarized account of the evolution of the three
methods of social work. It shows that the changing emphasis of the
three methods of social work is on the individual and his changing
environment. The literature suggests that in order for social work
to adequately assist with the problems of these two complex entities,
the individual and his changing environment, it utilized relevant
medical, social and other academic disciplines for its own professional
ends. The historical resume provide an orientation for this dis¬
cussion. A discussion of the scope and limitations of the study and
the definition of terms and concepts for the study are presented in
Chapter I also.
U6
The second chafjter of the study discusses the method of pro¬
cedures for collecting and analyzing data. The study design was made
to determine, in a general way, the significance of 2,218 reference
citations (footnotes, references, appendices, and bibliographies)
from 66k articles in three social work journals. Social Work, Social
Service Review, and Social Casework, for 195^, 1957> 1961, 1962, 1966,
and 1967. Each journal was analyzed for all three periods of time.
The focus of the reference citation was on the author'scitation to
journals of social work and to journals of other academic disciplines.
The third chapter presents the findings of the study, summarized
in 7 tables, and their interpretation. The last section of the study
is a bibliography.
Findings of the Study
The study of 2,218 reference citations to professional journals
in 66ii articles in three journals of social work. Social Work, Social
Service Review and Social Casework, for 1956, 1957> 1961, 1962, I966
and 1967, show that social work cited journals from several academic
disciplines. The findings of the study show that social work, during
1956-57, 1961-62, and I966-67, cited journals of social work more than
it cited journals of other academic disciplines.
Reference citations to social work journals accounted for 1,168,
or 52.7 percent, of the 2,218 reference citations to professional
journals examined. It was found that Social Work, Social Service
Review and Social Casework accounted for 67.2 percent of the total
number of reference citations for all social work journals.
hQ
The medical science journals, according to the findings of
this study, accounted for 16.8 percent of the total number of reference
citations that social work cited for 1956-57, 1961-62, and 1966-67.
Journals of psychiatry that were included in the medical science
journals accounted for a large number of the reference citations for
the medical sciences. Reference citations to journals of the physi¬
cal medical sciences accounted for a small part of the citations to
the medical sciences.
The third most frequently cited journals were those of the
social sciences. They represented 13.1 percent of reference cita¬
tions to all journals. The social science journals comprised those
of psychology, sociology, political science, and such others as
history and economics. The reference citations for journals of
psychology accounted for 7*3 percent of all reference citations.
Reference citations for journals of sociology accounted for ii.8 per¬
cent of the total, and political science reference citations account¬
ed for .9 percent.
The study found that citations were made to journals of various
other disciplines. The category ''other disciplines'* was devised to
include reference citations to professional journals for the areas
of health, religion, industrial relations, dentistry, and additional
other disciplines that were termed miscellaneous. This category
accounted for 9.7 percent of the total number of reference citations
for all professional journals for the three time periods combined.
There were three additional journals that social work cited
during 1956-57j 1961-62, and I966-67. Reference citations to
journals of law accounted for $,0 percent of the total number of all
reference citations. Reference citations to jotirnals of administra¬
tive science accounted for 1*5 percent and the percentage of reference
citations for the natural sciences was .8 percent of the total 2,218.
Suggestions for Future Social Work
Research
The suggestions that the investigator makes for repeating
the study are:
1. To categorize the joiarnals of social work to show the
kinds of earlier journals that social work cited,
2. To delimit the ’'other category” as much as possible to
reduce the percentage for this category.
3* I'indihgs of thefstiidybe treated with a statistical pro¬
cedure to determine the significance of each discipline
for social work and the differences between the three
periods of time.
One suggestion is made for additional studies of this kind.
It is suggested that the data for the study be expanded to include
books, documents, and other written materials that social work cites
as a reference.
Suggestion for Social Work
Education
ftie finding of this study appears to have pertinence for
the curriculum of social work. It is that more courses on law and
social work be included in future social work curriculums because
50
of the gradual increase of the significance of law to social work.
The study showed that reference citations to jovirnals of law account¬
ed for 5*0 percent for 1956-57» 1961-62, and 1966-6?.
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